
Decision Tree for Identifying COVID-19 Close Contacts in K-12 School INDOOR CLASSROOM Settings

Note: Complete this decision tree for students and adults in an indoor classroom setting who were within 6 
feet of the infected person starting 2 days prior to symptom onset or positive test. If the infected person is 

not showing symptoms, use the date the test was collected.
Was the exposure to a person with COVID-19 in an indoor 

classroom setting?
No

Use the decision tree for
K-12 school 

non-classroom settings

Yes

Are the infected person and the 
potential close contact both

students?

No

Was the potential close contact less 
than 6 feet from the infected 

person for a cumulative total of 15 
minutes or more over a 24-hour 
period (regardless of mask use)?

Yes No

Yes

Were the infected student and 
potential close contact both wearing 

masks consistently and correctly?

Yes

Was the potential close contact less 
than 3 feet from the infected 

student for a cumulative total of 15 
minutes or more over a 24-hour 

period?

No

Was the potential close contact less 
than 6 feet from the infected 

student for a cumulative total of 15 
minutes or more over a 24-hour 

period?

Yes No

The person is a close 
contact.

The person is not a 
close contact.

Yes No



Decision Tree for Identifying COVID-19 Close Contacts in K-12 School NON-CLASSROOM Settings

Note: Complete this decision tree for anyone in a non-classroom setting who was within 6 feet of the 
infected person starting 2 days prior to symptom onset or positive test. If the infected person is not showing 

symptoms, use the date the test was collected.

Was the exposure in a non-classroom setting? (Examples 
of non-classroom settings include spaces like a cafeteria, 
library, gymnasium, theater, athletic field, other outdoor 

space, school bus, etc.)

No

Use the decision tree for
K-12 school 

classroom settings

Yes

Was the potential close contact less than 6 feet from 
the infected person for a cumulative total of 15 

minutes or more over a 24-hour period (regardless of 
mask use)?

Yes No

The person is a close contact. The person is not a 
close contact.
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